Nebraska School
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February 2022

Supply Chain Assistance Funds

The USDA issued funds to support school food authorities (SFAs) with the purchase of food items for
use in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP). Nebraska
received nearly $7.5 million to distribute to SFAs that wish to accept funds to help alleviate supply
chain and cost challenges faced this school year.

The funds must be used to purchase minimally or unprocessed food items like milk, fruits, and
vegetables served in the school breakfast and/or lunch program(s). Plan to attend an informational
webinar hosted by the NDE Nutrition Services on Wednesday, February 23rd at 2:30 p.m. (CST). Each
SFA will have the option to accept its eligible funding amount, and acceptance or denial of funds will be
collected in a survey sent by email to all SFAs at the conclusion of the February 23rd webinar. The
funds will be distributed in early to mid-March. See Policy Memo SP 03-2022 for additional
information.

Reimbursement Rate Increase

Every January, the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) reimbursement rates for breakfast, lunch
and snack increase. School Food Authorities (SFAs) participating in the Seamless Summer Option
(SSO) to provide no-cost meals to all enrolled students during SY2021-22 receive the SFSP
reimbursement rates for the breakfast and lunch meals they serve.

Theincrease for 2022 is significant and will help address the increased food and supply costs SFAs.
View the updated SFSP reimbursement rates on the bottom of the NDE Nutrition Services
Reimbursement Rates webpage: Reimbursement Rates.

National School Breakfast Week: March 7 - 11, 2022
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Celebrate National School Breakfast Week with ideas and resources
available from the School Nutrition Association (SNA). Nebraska school
food service professionals have been relentless in their effort to ensure
school students statewide are well-fed and ready to learn each school
day; they served nearly 9.5 million breakfast meals during school year
2020-21!

Let's continue to support our school nutrition professionals as well as the growth of the School
Breakfast Program by getting school students and leaders involved in promoting and supporting
school breakfast during School Breakfast Week held from March 7th through March 11th. Check out
SNA's toolkit filled with ideas and resources.

JOIN US FOR THE 2022 NEBRASKA
LOCAL FOOD, + FARM CONFERENCE

COMING :

TOGETHER 1o 6row an

EQU ITABLE

February 4 - 5, 2022

go.unl.edu/foodfarm2022

Register today for Friday, February 4th: Nebraska Regional
Food Systems Summit

The Nebraska Local Food & Farm Summit is a dynamic collaboration combining Nebraska Sustainable
Ag Society's Healthy Farms Conference, the Nebraska Regional Food Systems Summit, and the
Nebraska Specialty Crops Conference & Trade Show into 2 full days of educational sessions, farmer
forums, roundtable conversations, and keynotes.

Registration is still OPEN for the virtual conference that will be held on Friday, February 4. Schools
should use registration code FriExtCOMP2022 to register for no-cost.

An afternoon session will feature Harvest of the Month as a gateway to connect schools and early
care education with local foods, education, and hands-on activities. Presenters will include
Partnership for a Healthy Lincoln and Green School Farms, a team that is collaborating to pilot
Harvest of the Month in Lincoln early care programs and with Afterschool groups; and Burwell Public
Schools, a Nebraska Farm to School Institute team, who leverages Harvest of the Month to source
more local foods to incorporate into their school meals program. In January, the school meals
program even featured local cabbage in "runza casserole", harvested in a Nebraska greenhouse by
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Burwell students. Hear their stories on Friday! The NDE and Extension will facilitate the session and
provide brief farm to school updates. Register before Friday and join this farm to school focused
session from 2:10 p.m.-3:10 p.m.

Bringing the Farm to School PRODUCER Training, March 3

Spread the word... Calling all farmers & agricultural producers
interested in learning about expanding their business to reach

schools!
PRODUCER , :
TRAININGS The NDE, with partners Nebraska Extension, Buy Fresh Buy Local
Bringing the Farm to School Nebraska, Center for Rural Affairs, and No More Empty Pots, are
hosting Nebraska's first Bringing the Farm to School: Local Producer
Training.

WHEN: Thursday, March 3, check-in opens at 8:30 a.m.; training is 9
a.m.-5p.m.

WHERE: Douglas-Sarpy Counties Extension Office (Omaha).

WHAT: Producers will learn from local experts about accessing
school markets, growing products for schools, and more.

HOW: Stipends and mileage reimbursements will be provided. Future
trainings will be offered across the state. Learn more
http://go.unl.edu/farmtoschool.

Growing School Gardens Summit, Denver, CO

Nebraska farm to school partners will be presenting at the Growing
School Gardens Summit in Denver, CO which will be held April 22-25.

On Day One of the Summit, the Center for Rural Affairs, Umorhon
Nation Public School, the NDE, and the USDA MPRO will offer
Greenhouse to Cafeteria — Interactive Workshop & Umorhon Nation
Example.

Registration is still open for this event. Learn more at
https://schoolgardensummit.org/.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating
in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national
origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity
conducted or funded by USDA.
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Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information
(e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or
local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech
disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally,
program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint
Form, (AD-3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any
USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information
requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your
completed form or letter to USDA by:

(1) Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

(2) Fax: (202) 690-7442; or

(3) Email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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